
Michigan Content Expectations for Language Arts in Employability Activities 

Expectation Description 

Know and use a variety of prewriting strategies to generate, focus, and organ-
ize ideas (e.g., free writing, clustering/mapping, talking with others, brain-
storming, outlining, developing graphic organizers, taking notes, summarizing, 
paraphrasing).  

1.1.2 

1.1.3 Select and use language that is appropriate (e.g., formal, informal, literary, or 
technical) for the purpose, audience, and context of the text, speech, or visual 
representation (e.g., letter to editor, proposal, poem, or digital story).  

1.1.6 
Reorganize sentence elements as needed and choose grammatical and stylistic 
options that provide sentence variety, fluency, and flow.  

1.1.5 
Revise drafts to more fully and/or precisely convey meaning—drawing on re-
sponse from others, self-reflection, and reading one’s own work with the eye 
of a reader; then refine the text— deleting and/or reorganizing ideas, and ad-
dressing potential readers’ questions.  

1.1.7 
Edit for style, tone, and word choice (specificity, variety, accuracy, appropriate-
ness, conciseness) and for conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics that 
are appropriate for audience.  

Proofread to check spelling, layout, and font; and prepare selected pieces for a 
public audience. 1.1.8 

1.3.2 
Compose written and spoken essays or work-related text that demonstrate 
logical thinking and the development of ideas for academic, creative, and 
personal purposes: essays that convey the author’s message by using an 
engaging introduction (with a clear thesis as appropriate), well-constructed 
paragraphs, transition sentences, and a powerful conclusion.  

1.3.3 
Compose essays with well-crafted and varied sentences demonstrating a precise, 
flexible, and creative use of language. 

1.4.5 Develop organizational structures appropriate to the purpose and message, and 
use transitions that produce a sequential or logical flow of ideas.  

1.5.2 Prepare spoken and multimedia presentations that effectively address audiences by 
careful use of voice, pacing, gestures, eye contact, visual aids, audio and video 
technology.  



Demonstrate understanding of written, spoken, or visual information by restating, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response; 
distinguish between a summary and a critique.  

1.5.2 Prepare spoken and multimedia presentations that effectively address audiences by 
careful use of voice, pacing, gestures, eye contact, visual aids, audio and video 
technology.  

1.5.3 
Select format and tone based on the desired effect and audience, using effective 
written and spoken language, sound, and/or visual representations (e.g., focus, 
transitions, facts, detail and evidence to support judgments, skillful use of rhetorical 
devices, and a coherent conclusion).  

1.5.4 
Use technology tools (e.g, word processing, presentation and multimedia software) 
to produce polished written and multimedia work (e.g., literary and expository 
works, proposals, business presentations, advertisements).  

2.1.3 
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative 
language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context 
clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as 
print and electronic dictionaries.  

2.1.7 

2.3.1 Read, listen to, and view diverse texts for multiple purposes such as learning 
complex procedures, making work-place decisions, or pursuing in-depth studies.  

2.3.5 Engage in self-assessment as a reader, listener, and viewer, while monitoring 
comprehension and using a variety of strategies to overcome difficulties when 
constructing and conveying meaning.  

4.1.2 Use resources to determine word meanings, pronunciations, and word 
etymologies (e.g., context, print and electronic dictionaries, thesauruses, 
glossaries, and others).  

4.1.3 
Use a range of linguistic applications and styles for accomplishing different 
rhetorical purposes (e.g., persuading others to change opinions, conducting 
business transactions, speaking in a public forum, discussing issues informally 
with peers).  

4.1.4 
Control standard English structures in a variety of contexts (e.g., formal speaking, 
academic prose, business, and public writing) using language carefully and 
precisely.  

4.1.5 
Demonstrate use of conventions of grammar, usage, and mechanics in written 
texts, including parts of speech, sentence structure and variety, spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation.  


